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068-069 Micholitz to Sander





Singapore, 14/9/1888

To Messrs. F. Sander & Co., St. Albans

Dear Sir,

Enclosed please find B/L on 10 cases of Phalaenopsis, also list of contents. Although it was first decided that Ericsson should take them home, under existing circumstances upon which I do not want to enter here, I thought it best to ship the plants as they are, especially the Phal[aenopsis] Sch[illeriana], well rooted. I have no doubt they will travel well, the only thing I am afraid of is that they may be cold in the Channel, for which end I sent you a telegram asking you to send someone to Port Said. But even if you have not sent somebody, I have arranged with the Chief Officer of the Patroclus to look after them. And as the gentleman has had plants on board very often and I have slipped five dollars into his hand and also promised him on the good arrival of the plants the same sum on your part, I have no doubt they will travel as well as if a collector goes with them. They have the very best place plants can get – the saloon deck - and all has been done to ensure their safe arrival.

Here let me tell you a few observations I have made: first, never buy Phalaenopsis in Manila during the dry season, they are doomed to die. Further, it is a mistake to tie them to sticks or battens, if tied up this way they are too difficult to handle and it is also injurious if they are much moved about. And it is quite impossible to keep them clean, that is, to keep them free from insects, of which I had not less than five different kinds to battle with. I still maintain that Singapore is the best place to establish Phalaenopsis, but the best way is to tie each plant to a small piece of board, say four inches by six inches, fasten a piece of galvanised wire to each board so as to make a hook of it and hang them up. If done this way they are easy to handle, to clean and to water. Further I found out to my cost that artificial shade agrees with them far better than natural shade, and the best is to get a small house like affair built and to shade them with either clothing or bamboo mats. When I arrived here I got a wonderful place for the plants, where the plants had splendid shade from some trees, but I am not at all satisfied with the result, whilst others, which I had to shade with cotton frames did much better. Of course, you will say: well why the d… did you not treat them that way ? It is all very fine telling me now what ought to have been done, but there I must say, you must not forget that I had not cultivated them before, and even you have not told me how to cultivate them. It is very much different to cultivate here to cultivating them in Europe, it is a great mistake to suppose it to be an easy affair to grow orchids in their native country. Well, I am not altogether dissatisfied with my plants, the schiller[iana] are good, the amabilis could be a little better but if nothing happens to them on the voyage, a very fair percentage will reach you.

Tomorrow I shall leave this for Manila and as you observe in your letter from the 12th August, that you would like to have a large lot of D[endrobium] dearei, I shall, if I can, go at once to get them. As it is in Mindoro I shall not be able to do anything yet on account of the rainy season and if I do not collect dearei now, I shall have to wait until May of next year, therefore I believe it is better to get them now, else somebody else will get before us.

I do hope you have opened a credit in for me in Manila. Of the money I received here I have given to Mr. Ericsson 100 dollars, more than half of it he had to spend for telegrams. About the affair here I only want to remark that Mr. Ericsson as well as me have done everything in our power, and it will be a shame if you do not get these plants, and a likely result of the whole affair will be that others will derive the profit of our introductions for which you will only have to thank yourself. Ericsson ought to have gone back for more at once, but you neither telegraphed to him what to do nor do you send him money or credit, and that he can do nothing without money, you know just as well as I do. 

Roebelen is in Siam, Osmers left two days ago for Calcutta.

Cypriped[ium]  r. [roebelenii] is a glorious plant, flowers very large.

Trusting you are quite well, I remain,

Yours faithfully,


W. Micholitz.
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